
 

 

 

Commissioner Mariya Gabriel 

European Commissioner for Innovation, Research, Culture, Education and Youth  

 

 

25/11/2021 

 

Dear Commissioner Gabriel, 

We are approaching you on behalf of the initiative UA-RM#DiscoverEU, in order to offer a 

travel passes to 10 thousand 18-year-old citizen, for the rail route between Iasi-Chisinau-Odessa, 

between 1 February 2022 and 31 December 2022. Young generation faces big drama due to 

almost 2 years of circulation limitations caused by COVID-19, by this their social contact is very 

limited, because of this a lot of them have frustrations, fears, even depression. UA-

RM#DiscoverEU is a proposal that can ensure cohesion of youth from Iasi and Odessa region, 

and Republic of Moldova. 

Please allow us to respectfully address our request to the European Commissioner for Innovation, 

Research, Culture, Education and Youth, to analyze the possibility to offer a support letter for 

the extension of the #DiscoverEU to offer a travel pass to 10 thousand 18-year-old citizen to rail 

route Iasi-Chisinau-Odessa named UA-RM#DiscoverEU.  

Given the great interest generated by #DiscoverEU, the Commission continuously works to 

improve the initiative, based on feedback from travelers and key stakeholders. In this sense, 

millions of opportunities to learn and experience Europe will be provided throughout the new 

Erasmus+ programme 2021-2027. The programme offers a wide range of opportunities for study 

periods abroad, traineeships, apprenticeships, and staff exchanges in all fields of education, 

training, youth and sport. The programme contains interesting developments for young people 

such as the integration of #DiscoverEU - a unique initiative for 18 years olds to discover Europe.  

By such a linkage, called UA-RM#DiscoverEU, the EU could get an important opportunity of 

contributing to enhancing the regional cohesion of youth by regional rail route between 2 Eastern 

Partnership countries and the EU (Romania), offering opportunity to young persons, to develop 

life skills of value for their future, such as independence, confidence, and openness to other 

cultures.   

We consider that UA-RM#DiscoverEU initiative will contribute to gain experience, by learning 

about European cultural heritage and history and by connecting with people from three countries. 

Furthermore, UA-RM#DiscoverEU, should enable them, as young individuals, to develop life 

skills of values for their future, such as independence, confidence, and openness to other cultures. 

Ukraine and the Republic of Moldova have European Integration aspirations, having in this sense  

 



 

 

signed and implemented continuously since 2014 the Agreement of the Association with EU, by 

UA-RM#DiscoverEU initiative is possible to boost this process via youth involvement, they 

being more cohesive with EU’s values. 

2021 is declared the European Year of Rail, by consequence boosting regional tourism via rail 

could become a flagship initiative for actions on the connectivity priority between EaP – EU. 

2022 is declared the European Year of Youth, in this sense offering support to youth to take 

advantage of the freedom of movement throughout the European Union and 2 Eastern 

Partnership countries, they explore the diversity of Europe, learn about European cultural 

heritage and history, knowing people from three countries. 

We are approaching the European Commissioner on behalf of the UA-RM#DiscoverEU 

initiative, proposed by IDEP, a Moldavan NGO representing a platform for debates on national 

or European range projects, discussed with main stakeholders then purposed to be implemented 

by Governments or EU institutions in the interest of Moldavian/EU citizens, spreading EU 

standards at the citizens’ level. 

We would kindly request you to consider extending the already existing #DiscoverEU initiative 

to the Iasi-Chisinau-Odessa rail route UA-RM#DiscoverEU, which should offer the possibility 

to about 10 000 beneficiaries (18-year-old citizen) making short abroad visits to 2 EaP countries 

and the EU. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Ivan ŠTEFANEC, EPP 

Member of the European Parliament 
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